Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 298 K; mean (C-C) = 0.019 Å; R factor = 0.081; wR factor = 0.321; data-to-parameter ratio = 13.7.
The asymmetric unit of the crystal structure of the title complex, [Ni(C 18 H 12 N 2 O 3 )(C 5 H 5 N) 3 ]Á3C 5 H 5 N, contains two independent Ni II complex molecules and six uncoordinated pyridine molecules. Each Ni II atom is coordinated by two O and four N atoms, from three pyridine and a chelating 3-hydroxy-N 0 -(2-oxidobenzylidene)-2-naphthohydrazide dianionic ligand, with a distorted octahedral geometry. Intramolecular O-HÁ Á ÁN hydrogen bonding exists in both complex molecules but no intermolecular hydrogen bonding is observed in the crystal structure.
Related literature
For general background, see Samanta et al. (2007) . For the specific biological activities of hydrazones, see Bernhardt et al. (2006) . For the crystal structure of a Ni complex with a related hydrazone derivative, see: Kang et al. (2007) .
Experimental
Crystal data [Ni(C 18 Table 1 Selected bond lengths (Å ).
Ni1-O1
2.050 (5) Ni1-O3
1.998 (5) Ni1-N2
1.989 (7) Ni1-N3
2.077 (6) Ni1-N4
2.192 (6) Ni1-N5 2.173 (7) Ni2-O4 2.061 (5) Ni2-O6
1.993 (5) Ni2-N7
1.983 (7) Ni2-N8 2.067 (7) Ni2-N9
2.156 (6) Ni2-N10 2.180 (7)
Table 2 Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ). Data collection: SMART (Siemens, 1996 ); cell refinement: SAINT (Siemens, 1996) ; data reduction: SAINT; program(s) used to solve structure: SHELXTL (Sheldrick, 2008); program(s) used to refine structure: SHELXTL; molecular graphics: SHELXTL; software used to prepare material for publication: SHELXTL. angle of N5-Ni1-N4 is 173.9 (3)°. In the Ni2-complex, the Ni2 atom is also coordinated by two O and four N atoms in a distorted octahedron geometry. There are two intramolecular O2-H2···N1 and O5-H5···N6 hydrogen bonds (Table 2) .
D-HÁ

Experimental
To a vigorously stirred 20 ml dimethylformamide solution of H 2 L (0.077 g, 0.25 mmol) and KOH (0.014 g, 0.25 mmol), 10 ml pyridine solution of Ni(OAC) 2 .4H 2 O (0.062 g, 0.25 mmol) was added dropwise. And then the mixture was stirred for 4 h and then filtered. Single crystals were obtained from filtrate after two weeks.
Refinement
All H atoms were placed in geometrically idealized positions with O-H = 0.82 and C-H = 0.93 Å, and treated as riding on their parent atoms, with U iso (H) = 1.5U eq (O) and U iso (H) = 1.2U eq (C). Due to the poor quality of the single-crystal, the accuracye of the structure analysis is relatively low.
supplementary materials sup-2 Figures   Fig. 1 . The structure of the title complex, showing 30% probability displacement ellipsoids and the atom-numbering scheme. C-bound H atoms have been omitted for clarity.
[3-Hydroxy-N'-(2-oxidobenzylidene)-2-naphthohydrazidato-κ 
O,N,O']tris(pyridine-κN)nickel(II) pyridine trisolvate
Crystal data [Ni(C 18 (9) 0.062 (7) 0.000 (6) 0.016 (6) 0.019 (6) C54 0.097 (8) 0.115 (9) 0.061 (7) −0.004 (7) 0.015 (6) −0.007 (7 
